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United States Patent Application 
''^'^S&S^^fywEBmEl} DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named mventor T hereby declare that my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to ray 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, fu'st and sole mventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invcniion eniitled: METHOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR CLEANING A SURFACE 

The specification of which 

a, O is aliached hereto 

b, S was filed on February 12, 2002, as application serial no. 10/074,594 and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCl- 
filed apphcation) described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for 
which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state thai I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-idsntificd specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

1 acknowledge the duiy to disclose infonmation which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign application(s) for paienc or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. ^ no such appHcations have been filed- 

b. □ such applications have been filed as follows: 


^ 

FOREIGN APPLICATIONCS), IP ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNPER3S USC fi 

119 

COUNTRY 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING 

(jday, ma nth, ycnr) 

DATE OF ISSUE 
(day. mouth, year) 





ALL FORE 

[GN APPLICATION(S)» IF ANY, FILED BEFORE Ttf E PRIORITY APPLlC 

ATION(S) 

COUNTRY 

APPLICATION N(JM1»£R 

Date Of PILING 
(day, moiirlu year) 

DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, ma nth, year) 






I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 20/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject maner of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the fust paragraph of Tide 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between tiie filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application- 


1 U.S. APPLICATION NUMBEH 

DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 

STATUS (pMten led, pending, abiindoded) 


1 


[hereby clahn the benefit under Title 35, Jnited States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 


1 U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NlMHER 

DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 

1 60/270,673 

22 February 2001 
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I hereby appoint the following attoraey(s) and/or patcni agent(5) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
trademark Office connected herewith: 


Michael L. Mau 
Robin A. Sannea 


Reg, No. 30,087 
Reg- No. 45,070 


I hereby authorize them lo act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomcy/fiini/ organizacJon 
who/which first sends/sent iihis case to them and hy whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure lo be 
represented ujiless/until I instruct Mau & Krull, P.A., to the conirary. 

Please direct all correspondence in tins case to Mau & KruU, P,A., at the address indicated below: 

Mau & Krull, P.A, 
1250 Moore Lake Drive East 
Suite E 
Fridley, Minnesota 55432 

I hereby declare thai ali siateiTients made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
b-lieved lo be Uve^ and funher that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
pimishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the appUcation or any patent issued thereon. 


2 

Fall Nume 
Of Invcatar 

Family Name 
Pecker 



First Given Name 
James 

Second Given Name 

D. 

0 

Residence 
& Citizcn!>hlp 

City 

Apple Valley 

State or Foreign Country 
Minncsoia 

Country of Cltizeaship 

1 

Pose Ofllce 
Address 

Post Q rfice Address 
8755HunrcrtWflv 

City 

Apple Vellcy 

Stale & Zrip Cadc/Couniry 
Minnesota 

Signs 

iCure of Inventor 2(1 

1: 

Dale: 


2 

Full Nume 
Orinventor 

Family Name 
Mehus 

First Giveu Name 
Richard 

Second Given Name 
J. 

0 

Residence 
& Citizenship 

City 

Richfield 

St&ie or Pur^n Country 
Mionesota 

Country of CSlizenshlp 
U.SA. 

2 

Pest Otiat 
Addre9$ 

Tost OrCce Address 
6332-2nd Avotvte South 

Rldiflcld 

State & ZAp Code/Country 
Minnesota 55423- 1619AJ.S.A. 

Signi 

iture of Inventor 2( 

n: 

Date: 


1 

Full Nnme 
Of Inventor 

Family Nnme 
Sordcllo 



Ftrft Given Name 

David 

Second Given Name 
L. 

0 

Residence 
& Ctttzensbtp 

City 

Stite or Foreiga Conntry 
MllSS&chussetts 

Country orCillzeDshtp 
U.S.A. 

3 

Pojit Ofltce 
AddreM 

Post Office Address >^ yr 

6 Gu^pd^tTteWExtensipn / / yVy^ 

City 


State & Zip Code/Country 

Massachussetbi 01906/U.S.A. 


Slgnnturt of Inventor 203: 


D2te! 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(.) A patent by it$ very nature is affected with a pubUc interest The public interest is best served, and the mosx effective 
oateat Jauiination occurs when, atfee time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teaclungs of all 
pa ent °™ JJ^jv^^ individual associated with the filing and prosecution of apaient application has a duty of candor 
'^d3 bf^rS^^ includes a duiy to disclose to L Office al) infonnation known to that individual to be 

♦ ^^1 i^fti^tTS S ardefm^^ section Tlie duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim untd the 
nS'^caSorSl^^^ ^^---^'^-^'^^ to thepatenmbUttyof a 

cS LtTSaceTcrorSSawn from consideration neednot be subnuaed if the information is not maten.1 to Uie patentability ot any 
cE femaS iTder co^ideration in the appUcation. There is no duty to submit information which -s not matenal to Ae pa^ntabihty of 
^^S^cTar -^^e duw to disclose all formation known to be material to patentability is deemed to be sadsfied tf all information 
So^ fo bt maferiai ?o pa^^tability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office m tne manner 
^^SbXTu 97SHd) and J .98. However, no patent will be granted on an appUcation in connection with whjch fraud on the Office 

0? aSted or^c duty of disclosWe ias violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct Tl.c Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine; 

(1) prior art cired in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart {^plication, and 

(2) the closest Information over which individuals associated with tlie filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claun patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under tWs section, information is material to patentabiUiy when it is not cuntulative to infoimaiioK already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argumeni; of -unpatentability relied on by fte Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of.^atentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
prSeSice of evidTce. burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the chiim its broadest reasonable oonshucbon consBten wi^lhe 
spSSSn, and before a^y consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt ui establish a contraiy concloaion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 
(t) ' Bach inventor named in tlie application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in «ie preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the ^pUcation. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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MAU&KRULUPJV. 
United States Patent Application 
^^^^^^OMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
As a below named inventor I hereby declaie that my residence, post oflice address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

1 verily believe T am the orisinaJ, first and sole inventor (if only one namo is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inveniors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: iVlEraOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR CLEANING A SURFACE 

The specification of which 

a. □ is attached hereto , . x ^i. ' ^ nr-T 

b Kl was filed on Februaiy 12, 2002, as application serial no. 10/074,594 and was amended on (jf applicable) (m the case of a PCT- 
filed application) described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for 
which I solicit a United States patent 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment refeiTed to above. 

T acknowledge the duty lo disclose infomiaiion which is material to tlie patentability of this application in accordance widi Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations. § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35. United Stares Code, §. 1 19/365 of any foreign app]ication(s) for patent or inventof^s 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate havmg a filing dale before 
that of the application on 1he basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. EI no such applications have been filed. 

b. □ sucb applications have been filed as follows: . 



119 

COUNTRY 

APPI-ICATION NUMBER 

DATE Olf PILING 
(tlay, month, year) 

DATE orissui; 

(day, month, yeitr) 





ALLFORE 

rCN APPLICATI0W(S), IF ANY, FJLED BEFORK THE PRIOIUTY APPLIC 

ATION(S) 

COUNTRY 

appucation number 

t3ATE OF FUJNG 
(dny, month, year) 

DATE OF IS&XJE 
(day, raoaib, year) 






I hereby claim ihe benefit under Title 35. United States Code, § 120/365 of any United Stares and PCT mternational apphcsttiOD(s) listed 
below and irsofer as the subjcci matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United Stauts application m ihe 
roaraicr provided by the fiist paragraph of Title 35. United States Code, § 1 12. 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material infoimation as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred betwecai the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 


VS. APPLICATION NUMBER 

m. , » . ■ I'—" 

DATE OV FILING (day, roonth, year) 

STATUS (p&tunlMl, pending, abanaouec)) 



1 


[ hereby claim the benefit under Tide 35, United Suites Code § 1 1 9(e) of any Uniied States provisional app]ication(s) listed below: 


1 U-S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 

DATS OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) ' | 

60/270,673 

22 February 2001 1 
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I hereby appoint the foUowing attomcy(s) andyor patent agcnt(s) to prosecute this application and to transact aU business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 


Michael L. M«m 
Robin A. Sannes 


Reg.>jo. 30,087 
Reg. No. 45,070 


I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions iiom and communicate directly with the pcrrson/assisnej^anomey/ W organization 
who/which fii^t sends/sent diis case to them and by whoniAvhich I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instmci Mau & KraU, P.A., to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Mau & Krull, P. A., at ihe jiddress indicated below: 

Mau & Krull, P A. 
1250 Moore Lake Drive East 
Suite E 
Fridlcy, Minnesota 55452 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my outi knowledge are true ai^d thai all statemenis made on information and belief are 
believed to be true- and farther ihat these statements were made with the knowledge that willfd false statements and the hke so made are 
ptml^^^^^ by onmSnment, orboth, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and tl.at such wiJlfnl false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thersan. 


2 

Full Name 
or Inventor 

Family Name 
Decker 

First Given Name 
JamfiS 

Second Given Name 
D, 

U 

Residence 
& Citlzenstiip 

City 

Apple Valley 

Scflte or Forci^tti Country 
Minnesota 

Counlry of CJHsienship 
U.S.A. 

1 

Address 

Posl Office Address 

«i inter's Wav 

City 

Apple Valley 


Stale & Zip CodeyCoumry 
MinncsoUiS5124AJ.S-A. 


ture of fnvuaior 2C 





Pull Name 
Of Inventor 

Fanily Name 

Mchus 


FirfiC Given Name 
Richaid 

Second Given Name 
J. 

0 

& Citizenship 

City 

Richfield 

State or Foreign Country 

CouQlry ol Citizenship 

2 

Posl Onice 

Address 

Post OfHcc Address 

6332-2nd Avenue South . 

City 

Richfield 


Scflte Sl Zip Code/Country 
MinneSOia 55423-1 61 9AJ.S. A. 

Sign 

iture of Inventor 21 

)2: 

bate: 


2 

FuUName 
Of loventur 

rflmilyNamc 
Sordello 

FiTst Given Name 
David 

Secoud Given Nunc 
L. 

0 

Residence 
& acb^enahip 

City 

Stftte or Foreign Countiy 

MussAchussotts 

CooDtcy or Clrixeni hip 
U.S.A. 

3 

Post OOice 
Address 

Pofit Ofllce Address 

CmustA Sti«et ExtenaiOA 

City 

Saugus 


StiiLe & Zip Codc/Couatry 
Massachusseus 01906/U.SJV. 


uture of Inventor 2 

03: 

Data: 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disdose information material to patentability. 

A patBTit by its very nature is affected with a public interest The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent exSi.ation occurs when, at L time an appUcatio. i* being examined, the Office is awaie of and ^l"^;" Jl^^wX^^^^^ 
Unnation material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing andj^secution of ^.P^^?^* ^^^^J^"^^^^^ 
Sd £ood faiih in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all mformation known to that mdividual to be 
SlriS toiatentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose infoimation e;cists with respect to each pending ^1^™ ^l^J^e 

SncefX Sawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Infonnation material to the patenmbih^ of a 
ckim LTfs cinceiror withdrawn from considemtion need not be submitted if the information is not malena! to fl^. patentab.hty of any 
ruZ ^mSnirimder coniideration in ihe application. There is no duty to submit information which is uot matenal to the patenrabi ity of 
f eS^d^r Se r^ r^^^^^^ al) iSormanon kno^v„ to be material to patentability is deemed to be sadsQ.d if all uiformation 
Kn o be mXaUo p2Sbmty of any claim ,ssued m a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to Office m the manner 
nisSbed by §§ 1 97(b) (d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connectxon with whjch fraud on the Ofiice 
Sl^^^«d or atfenild or Hie duty of disclosi^e was .-iolated through bad faith or intentional misconduct The Office encourages 
applicants to carefliUy examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a coimteipart appUcation, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated ^vith the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim paientably defines, to make sure that any material infonnation contained therein is disclosed to the Ofhce. 

(b) Under tliis section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, end 

(1) It establishes, by itself or ui combinaUon with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 


or 


(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent witli, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

' . ' (ii) Asseitiug an argument of patentability. 

A prima fecie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conchision that a claim is unpatentable nnder the 
preponderance of evidence, buiden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistcn w,th the 
specification, and before aily consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to estabhsh a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a pat&nt application within ihe meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes ihe application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in rhe preparation or prosecution of ihe application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with ihe assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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MAU&KKULL,P.A. 
United States Patent Application 
lig^OEiAj^^MBIbn^ DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a bdow named ipventor 1 hereby declare lhai: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as staled below next to my 
name; that 

i verily believe I aoi the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject marter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: METHOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR CLEANING A SURFACE 

The specification of which 

a. Q is attached hereto 

b. was filed on February 12, 2002, as application serial no. 1 0/074,594 and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCT- 
filed application) described and claimed in iniernatlonal no. filed and as amended on (if any), wliich I have reviewed and for 
which 1 solicit a Unired States patent. 

1 hereby state ihat I have reviewed and understand the contents of the abovc-idcntilied specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with TjtJe 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

1 hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, g 1 19/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. ^ no such appJications have been filed. 

b. CH such applications have been filed as follows: 


COUNTRY 

APPLICATION NUMB£R 

DAT£ OP FILING 
(day, month, year) 

DATE OK ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 





ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION(S) 

COUNTRY 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

BATE OF nLESC 
(day, month, year) 

DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 






T hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United Stales Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT intemalional applicafion(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in tj^e 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code> § 112, T acknowledge the duty to disclose material infoimation as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between ihe filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this appUcation. 


U.S. appucation number 

DATE OF FTI^KNG (day, month, year) 

STATUS (pa rented, pending, nbftDdoned) 





1 hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(c) of any United States provisional appIica(ion(s) listed below: 


1 U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) | 

1 60/270,673 

22 February 200 J 
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I hereby appoint the following attoiney(s)^id/or patent ageai(s) to prosecuie this applicatioVcc^d to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewiih: 


Michael L- Mau 
Robin A. Sanncs 


Reg. No. 30,087 
Reg. No. 45,070 


I hereby autliorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/fimi/ organization 
who/which flrsi sends/sent ihis case to them and by whom/wbich I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Mau & Kruil, P.A., lo the conliaiy. 

Please direci all correspondence in this case to Mau & Kiull, ?. A., at the address indicated below: 

Mau &Krull, P,A. 
1250 Mooit Lake Drive East 
Suite E 
Fridley, Minnesota 55432 

1 hereby declare that all statements made herein gf my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on infonnation and belief are 
believed to be true; and farther jlm ihese statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Tiile IS of ihe United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validit}^ of the application or any patent issued thereon. 


2 

Full Name 
Of Inventor 

Fftmily Name 
Decker 

First Given Name 

Second Given N^tme 
D. 

0 

KcsiduncG 
&. CTitizensbip 

Cily 

Apple Valley 

5c;tce or Forelgu Country 
Mioncsota 

Country or Citizuoship 
U.S.A. 

1 

Post omcc 
Address 

Post OfTice Address 
8755 Huntcf » Way 

C£ty 

AppJc VaJIcy 

Stnte & Zip Code/Co unlry 
Minnesota 55124AJ.S.A. 

Signature oFInventar 201: 

Dftce: 

2 

FoUN^nne 
OlXnvcolor 

Family Name 
Mehus 

First Given Name 
Ricbard 

Second Given Name 
J. 

0 

Residence 
& Citizcatihip 

City 
RichGeld 

State or Faretgn Country 

Mionesoia 

Country or CMzensblp 

2 

Post OfCce 
Address 

Post OUIce Address 
6332-2nd Avenue Soulh 

City 
RichHeld 

Sute & Zip Code/Counury 
Minneiiota5S423-l6l9/U.$.A. 

SlgnuturcDrinvcnfdr202: ^ ^ ^ 

Date: 


2 

Full Name 

orittventor 

Family Name 
Sordello 

Fir^t Given Name 
David 

Second Given Name 
U 

0 

Residence 
& CiTlzeiulilp 

aty 

Saxigus 

State or Ford^ Country 
M»53aCllV55Ct[S 

Country of Citizenship 
U.S.A. 

3 

Post Office 
Address 

Post Ofticc Addrcs:s 
6 Guard Sxrcct Extension 

City 

State & Zip Code/Conntry 

MassacliussecTs 01906/U.Sj\. 

Signatnre of Inventor Z03: 

Dale: 
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§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability* 

(a) A patent by its vciy nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an appllcadon is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing witli the OfficCj which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with rcspeci lo each pending claim imdl the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn firom consideration^ or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the infon-nation is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duly to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existmg claim, The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed tg be satisfied if all infomijition 
known to be material lo patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted lo the Office in the marmer 
prescribed by §§ L97(b)-(d) and 1 .98, However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpait application, and 

(2) the closest in formation over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patcniably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative lo information already of record or 
being made of record m the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a clami; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsisient with» a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument ofunpatcniafailily iclicd on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the mfotmation compels a conclusion that a claim is impateniable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent wiih the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
paleniabiliiy. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application witbin the meaning of this section are: 

( 1 ) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated wilh ihe inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply wilh this section by disclosing information to ihc 
attorney^ agent, or inventor. 
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